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Specification 

1 . The substitute specification filed September 22, 2005 lias not been entered 
because it does not conform to 37 CFR 1 .125(b) and (c) because: an annotated version 
of the substitute specification with marl<ings showing all of the changes relative to the 
immediate prior version of the specification of record has not been submitted. See 
MPEP 608.01 (q). 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 6 
line 6 the "the gateway" is referenced using the incorrect ref. no. 102 instead of the 
correct ref. no. 103. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 21 -25 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate 
of claims 7-9, 1 1 , and 1 7. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are 
so close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in 
wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial 
duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). Additionally, indefinite articles 
such as "a" and "an" are interpreted to mean at least one, accordingly replacing an 
indefinite article with at least one does not change the claim scope. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 



The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/550,585 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2131 

5. Claim 22 recites the limitation "the one piece of status information," in page 6 of 
the preliminary amendment filed September 22, 2005. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim because independent claim 21 , which claim 22 
directly depends from, recites "at least one piece of status information." Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, macliine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 26 recites "a control program for 
operating a communication terminal for packet-oriented data transmission," this 
recitation is functional descriptive material and does not fall into at least one of the four 
statutory classes defined by 35 U.S.C. 101 . A computer program, such as the recited 
control program, only imparts functionality when employed as a computer component, 
such as when a computer program is recorded on a computer readable medium. If a 
claim covers material not found in any of those four categories, then the claim falls 
outside the plainly expressed scope of 35 U.S.C. 101, even if the subject matter is 
otherwise new and useful. See In re Nuijten 84 USPQ2d 1495 (Fed. Cir. 2007) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 7-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Furuno 
(US 2003/0167343) in view of Lewis et al. (US 2006.0107060). 

Regarding Claims 7, 21, and 26: 

Furuno discloses a method for operating Voice over Internet Protocol 
communication system having a communication terminal ("End points" See figs. 15, 16 
ref. nos. 103-1, 103-2, 103-n and paragraph 5), a first control unit associated with the 
communication terminal for the resolution and/ or conversion of network address 
("Primary Gatekeeper" See figs. 15, 16, ref. no. 101 and paragraphs 5-7), transmitting a 
request to associate the communication terminal with at least one second control unit 
("Alternate Gatekeeper" See figs. 15, 16, ref. no. 102) if the first control unit fails ("The 
endpoints do not register themselves to the alternate gatekeeper until they find their 
primary gatekeeper unresponsive." See paragraph 9), and associating the 
communications terminal with the second control unit (See paragraphs 9-10). 

Furuno does not disclose storing a status information for the communication 
terminal in a memory associated with the communication terminal, providing the status 
information with a digital signature calculated from the status information by a private 
key for an asymmetrical encoding method, the request transmitted to the gatekeeper 
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has the status information as the digital signature, and checking the digital signature for 
the event of a positive check result. 

Lewis discloses a method for authenticating a cellular telephone that stores a 
status information ("The attribute data stored as part of the descriptor." See fig. 1 ref. 
no. 114 and paragraph 44) for the communication terminal in a memory associated with 
the communication terminal ("External Memory" See fig. 1 ref. no. 105 and paragraph 
44), provides the status information with a digital signature calculated from the status 
information by a private key for an asymmetrical encoding method ("The source data is 
hashed using a known hash function and encrypted using the signature private key and 
the signature algorithm." See paragraph 60), the request transmitted to a digital device 
has the status information as the digital signature (See figs. 2A, 2B ref. nos. 210, 220, 
paragraphs 52 and 60), checking the digital signature for the event of a positive check 
("If the data match, then the descriptor data read from the smart chip is the same as that 
which was used to generate the digital signature." See paragraph 63). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the method for operating Voice over Internet Protocol 
communication system disclosed by Furuno to include authenticating the 
communication system users such as that taught by Lewis in order to thieves from 
fraudulently billing the users for other telephone calls (See Lewis paragraph 25). 



Regarding Claims 8 and 22: 
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The combination of Furuno and Lewis discloses the attribute information is 
updated at least at a predefinable time upon the initiation of the first or second control 
unit (See Lewis figs. 5A and 5B and paragraph 71). The rational for combining is the 
same as applied above. 
Regarding Claims 9-10 and 23: 

The combination of Furuno and Lewis discloses the digital signature Is calculated 
from a hash value acquired for the status information (See Lewis paragraphs 60-62). 
The rational for combining is the same as applied above. 
Regarding Claims 11-14 and 24: 

The combination of Furuno and Lewis discloses the hash value is calculated for 
the status information for the purposes of checking the digital signature and the hash 
value is compared for a match with a digital signature decoded by using the public key 
associated with the first control unit ("The digital device obtains the signature public key 
used for verifying the digital signature with the descriptor data." and "The decrypted 
digital signature is compared to the hash descriptor data." See Lewis paragraphs 58 
and 62-63). The rational for combining is the same as applied above. 
Regarding Claims 15-20 and 25: 

The combination of Furuno and Lewis discloses a message digest no. 5 
algorithm Is used for calculating the digital signature (See Lewis paragraph 62). The 
rational for combining is the same as applied above. 
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Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to BRETT SQUIRES whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8021 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am - 5:30pm Monday - 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571 ) 272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/BS/ 

/Ayaz R. Sheikh/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2131 



